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The National Map Corps
Using an online web mapping application, volunteers 
update structures in support of The National Map & US 
Topo Maps

Data collected: downloadable, freely available, 
and in the public domain. 

n Participants - General Public

n Easy registration - username 
and email address (OAuth)

n All materials online (i.e. user 
guide, Q&A)

n Process - Verify, update, add 
or delete points

n Required: Check location and 
Name

n Optional: Address, City, Zip
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Current Scope
n All 50 states, PR, and USVI

n Structure types
n School
n College/University
n Fire Station/EMS
n Law Enforcement
n Prison/Correctional Facility
n State Capitol
n Hospital/Medical Center
n Ambulance Service
n Cemetery
n Post Office
n Courthouses
n City/Town Hall

https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/structure_def_table.pdf
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n Social media 

n USGS news releases

n Volunteer opportunity 
websites 
(volunteer.gov, 
VolunteerMatch, 
SciStarter, etc.)

n Conferences, 
publications, 
presentations

n Newsletters

n Communication

n Email

n Q&A
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Engagement
n Welcome emails

n Structure Finder

n New content (e.g. courthouses)

n Volunteer stories/articles
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Participant Motivation

n Earn virtual badges

n Recognition via social media, 
newsletters, websites

Recognition Program
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Participant Motivation / Engagement
Map Challenges & Focused Data Editing

https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-city-town-hall-structures-mi

https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-city-town-hall-structures-mi
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Current Communications Campaign

■ Step Up to the Challenge
■ Instant results:

■ Huge spike in 
contributions

■ TNMCorps Tuesdays 
■ First post: “infomercial”
■ Instant results: 

■ 66 new accounts 
created day video 
aired (Tuesday)

■ Typically between 
85-135 new 
accounts per month

Ramping up during stay-at-home period and beyond

https://www.usgs.gov/news/step-challenge
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Video Promotion

https://youtu.be/-ANP-n0Wrko

https://youtu.be/-ANP-n0Wrko
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n 479,000+ points 

edited

n Over 2,000 
contributing volunteers

n Daily editing average: 
250-430 edits

n Conservatively 
equivalent to 46 FTE 
(full-time employees) 
over project lifetime
n (or 5.8 annually)

n Proven data quality

n Supports the mission: 
The National Map and 
US Topo maps
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Do some editing!

n Easy to sign up and 
get started

n All materials (e.g. 
user guide) online

n No commitment

n It’s fun! J

edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps
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Questions?
Editor: edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps
Twitter: @USGSTNM #TNMCorps
nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
ekorris@usgs.gov


